JapaMala

Paradise found!

Set amidst the cerulean waters of the South China Sea, nestled within

the lush tropical jungles of Tioman, the JapaMala Resort & Spa offers
a tranquil retreat for tired souls. As Zushahron Dina Zulkernain

discovers, paradise isn't really that far away.
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apaMala. The name rolls off the tongue like
an ancient foreign language. Although rela-
_.tlvcly new, ﬂm resort has a faint old

2 dundeshne air about it. Those who haven't
~ heard of it may raise a questioning eyebrow.

: ﬂl.rl those who have set foof upon
- this mkidad piece of parodise °
- will not forget it so easily. 3
~ The name JopaMala actually |
~ means somdhmg It's a string of
108 beads used by Buddhists,
~ Hindus and Yogis to empower
meditations. In Sanskrit, Japa is i
a type of bead and Mala means
a full cycle of the 108 pieces of
beads. Japa beads are believed
to help release stress, boredom,
anxiety and fear, thus enabling
one to reach high levels of bliss.
Certainly an apt name for a
resort that advocates rest and
relaxation.

lapaMala’s romantic setting caters mainly
to couples and honeymooners. This boutique

resort with nine chalets is also the answer o

enjoying serenity at its best in an untouched

landscape of lush greenery. Interestingly, the
entire resort was built around its existing
natural surroundings to allow visitors to
experience Japamala’s uniqueness. No boulders
were removed or trees cut down. The chalets
are connected to one another
via wooden walkways. Stroll out
of the lobby and head up
to the cliff chalets and you'll find
yourself gazing out to the open
sea, one of the most scenic and
unforgettable views at JapaMala.

Arriving at the Mersing Jetty
| a wee bit oo early in the morn-
ing, we (Chee Wah and |) settled
down for a six-hour wait, as there
were no speedboats travelling
- out to Tioman that morning
due fo the low tide. There are
~ usually two scheduled ferry
trips: at 12pm and anytime
between 2pm and 2.30pm. The speedboat
service usually starts at 9am, but that's only
when the tide is high.

The ferry travelled over rough waters, and it

took two hours to reach Tioman. We arrived in
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